
May 25, 2021 

  

Dear Friends, 

This has been a long, wearying time of waiting, and I, along with Pastor Donnie and your lay leadership at St. 

Paul’s, have been extremely appreciative of your patience as we have navigated decisions on how and when to re-

open the church in safe and more expansive ways. As most (though not all) of us have been vaccinated and news 

has been positive about the effects of vaccinations, we are happy to announce that we have updated our in-person 

worship protocols. Though El Paso County is still above the 4% positivity rate and we remain in a more 

cautionary care status according to Mountain Sky Conference guidelines, the rate is decreasing, and St. Paul’s 

leadership has developed a new, more relaxed, plan for worship. As is mandatory before initiating changes to our 

COVID protocol, we submitted the request for approval from our District Superintendent, Rev. Tezenlo Thong. 

We have received approval. 

In light of that good news, as of this Sunday, May 30th, St. Paul’s will no longer require preregistration to attend 

worship. There are, also, no longer any capacity limits. All are welcome to come and worship in person at the 

church on Sunday mornings and we hope that you will join us! As new and revitalized life of springtime emerges 

outside, we look forward to new and revitalized life of worshiping together inside the church on Sundays. 

Of course, for those of you who are unable to come for in-person worship, you will still be able to worship with 

us just as you have been doing. St. Paul’s will continue livestreaming our worship services on Zoom and 

Facebook. We welcome everyone, from wherever you are, to join us for worship. We continue to be grateful to 

God for our ability to worship online. It has sustained us during the worst of COVID restrictions and will continue 

to bless so many as we move into the future with hybrid worship. 

For those of you coming to worship in person, here are some things to expect, and consider, as we continue to 

love and care for one another at St. Paul’s. 

• We recognize that many things have been done to help keep everyone safe over the past year-plus. That 

should always be our intent, not just during a pandemic. Since not everyone who attends St. Paul’s is able 

to be vaccinated, we will continue to follow good and reasonable practices to help ensure that children, 

families, and those who are immuno-compromised feel safe and – equally important – welcome.  

• Since there is no pre-registration, we must still have a method for contact tracing in the event of a positive 

COVID diagnosis. So, for the time being, expect to be warmly greeted by friendly volunteers outside the 

building when you arrive. You will simply be asked to provide a primary contact name and number for 

your family. Plan to arrive a few minutes early for the 9:30 worship, if possible. 

• We will continue to practice social distancing while inside the building. We realize how important it is to 

reengage with each other on Sunday morning. While we are not yet able to enjoy fellowship time in 

Waddill Hall, you are encouraged to visit outside with one another in the warm spring/summer weather! 

• Hand sanitizing stations will be available inside the building. 

• Masks are encouraged, though not required. As you discern what is the best decision for you regarding 

masks when you come to worship, we simply ask this: Be mindful of those around you. 

• For the time being, singing in the sanctuary will be limited to those in our music ministry with solos and 

small ensembles. Our COVID regulations are based on current studies that show that safe congregational 

singing may begin when 80% of the population has been vaccinated.1 We are prayerful that, before too 

long, congregational singing will be able to be enjoyed once again. 

 
1 https://congregationalsong.org/covid-updates-congregational-song/ 



• Leadership is still discerning best practices for small group gatherings. Decisions regarding small groups 

are still “in the works”. Donnie is working on a plan for the re-launch of Sunday school and the nursery. 

More on that to come! 

Those of us in the unenviable position of making these decisions feel relieved, I can tell you. We see things 

opening up again. We are working diligently to move toward a full reopen with singing-filled worship, fellowship 

time and Sunday school, while navigating the regulations that protect the members and guests of St. Paul’s. These 

are huge steps, and we are hopeful for more great strides in the right direction to come sooner than later. 

In the meantime, thank you for your efforts to care for one another over these past months. As we move forward 

into hybrid worship, we encourage everyone to continue to do their best to keep others safe…physically and also 

emotionally. Be gentle with your staff and volunteers. We are doing our best to care for the needs of everyone. Be 

accepting of others’ decisions. Offer grace and not judgment. Above all, come to worship first and foremost with 

love…for we are children of the One who is Love. 

Grace, peace and good health,  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


